
info@thegtfund.org

The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund

NEWSLETTER
AUGUST 2020

March 15th 2020, upon 
the declaration of a state 
of emergency due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Guatemala’s Ministry of 
Education decreed that 
the country’s schools 
be closed. Ak’ Tenamit’s 
800+ boarding students 
returned to  their
200+ rural communities 
where they have since
played an active 

role  in Covid-19 prevention by implementing 
what they had learned at our school regarding 
the construction of simple hand washing
stations, making face masks out of used clothing, and 
planting vegetable gardens. 

Students have continued 
their education through 
distance learning via 
WhatsApp groups with 
their teachers, although 
it’s common for students to 
have to walk several hours 

to reach an area with suffi  cient cell-phone signal to be 
able to send and receive class-work. Multidisciplinary 
teams composed of indigenous educational specialists, 
social workers and agronomists visit villages regularly 
to support student’s learning and to help solve critical 
barriers that might cause students to drop out.

An upside of the global pandemic is that it presents 
a tremendous opportunity for Guatemalan youth 
to secure decent employment in new digital jobs if 
provided the proper skill-set of hard and soft  skills. 
Microsoft  and LinkedIn estimate that over the next 
fi ve years some 149 million new digital jobs will be 
created. Due to the nature of these jobs, most won’t 
be limited to a specifi c geographic area, meaning that 

with proper analysis regarding new job trends and the 
required sub skill-sets needed to fi ll them, and with an 
appropriate methodology that fully includes rural at-
risk youth (especially girls) in training opportunities, 
these new jobs provide a tremendous opportunity for 
Guatemala’s predominantly young population. 

Our current and projected Covid-19 education 
response is three-fold:

1) Make sure that our boarding students, while back in 
their communities, are playing a vital role as agents of 
Covid-19 prevention and resilience, ensuring that they 
continue their studies and providing encouragement 
and psychological support in order to minimize drop-
outs, boys att empting irregular migration to the US 
and especially, in the case of our female students, to 
avoid adolescent pregnancy and child-marriage.

2) Adapt our jungle boarding school facilities to bett er 
accommodate our 800 students under required social 
distancing regulations through the construction 
of smaller open sided structures that will allow 
groups of 6 to 8 students to study while maintaining 
social distancing, expanding boarding facilities, the 
deployment of inexpensive solar-charged tablets with 
appropriate applications and content, and teacher 
training in adapted teaching methodologies. Part of 
this adaptation will entail establishing an ongoing 
rotation of students between village-based distance 
learning and on-campus learning in order to avoid all 
800 students being on campus at once.

3) Train students for emerging job markets in two 
primary fi elds; a) Self-employment opportunities 
and jobs with governmental and non-governmental 
organizations related to promoting poverty 
reduction, food security, economic development and 
conservation in rural indigenous communities. b) 
Emerging digital jobs related to customer service, 
soft ware development, virtual design and data entry. 

The Silver Lining-AAT’s Action Plan for our Students
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The Silver Lining-AAT’s Ac:on Plan for our Students 

March 15th 2020, upon the declara:on of a state of emergency due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Guatemala’s Ministry of Educa:on decreed that the country’s schools be closed, so Ak’ Tenamit’s 800+ 
boarding students returned to their 200+ rural communi:es where they have since played an ac:ve role 
in Covid-19 preven:on by implemen:ng what they had learned at our school regarding 

 the construc:on  simple hand washing sta:ons, making face masks out of used 
clothing and plan:ng vegetable gardens.  

Students have con:nued their educa:on through distance learning via WhatsApp groups with their  

teachers, although it’s common for students to have to walk several hours to reach an area with 
sufficient cell-phone signal to be able to send and receive class-work. Mul:disciplinary teams composed 
of indigenous educa:onal specialists, social workers and agronomists visit villages regularly to support 
student’s learning and to help solve cri:cal barriers that might cause students to drop out. 

An upside of the global pandemic is that it presents a tremendous opportunity for Guatemalan youth to 
secure decent employment in new digital jobs if provided the proper skill-set of hard and soT skills. 
MicrosoT and LinkedIn es:mate that over the next five years some 149 million new digital jobs will be 
created. Due to the nature of these jobs, most won’t be limited to a specific geographic area, meaning 
that with proper analysis regarding new job trends and the required sub skill-sets needed to fill them, 
and with an appropriate methodology that fully includes rural at-risk youth, especially girls in training 
opportuni:es, these new jobs provide a tremendous opportunity for Guatemala’s predominantly young 
popula:on.  

Our current and projected Covid-19 educa:on response is three-fold: 
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174013_GF Newsletter 0820.indd   1174013_GF Newsletter 0820.indd   1 8/10/20   3:16 PM8/10/20   3:16 PM

bgwatson
Please Review



        Rotary Global Grant
 Thank you Riccardo Boehm of the Palm Beach Rotary 
Club for spearheading a Rotary Global Grant to 
purchase additional electric boat motors.  Donations 
earmarked for this purpose will receive matches 
by the Rotary District and Rotary Foundation, 
multiplying the impact of every dollar received.  For 
information regarding how to support this effort 
please contact The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund.

Sponsor A Student Transform A Life!   
Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 3,000 hours of job experience, and 
personal motivation prepare graduates to succeed in their rural environment, 
and inspire them to help their families and their communities. For just one dollar 
per day ($365 per year), you can transform the life of a young person who would 
otherwise be trapped in poverty.
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund, P.O. Box 3636, Tequesta, FL 33469 
Phone: 561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  Donations are tax-deductible as 
permitted by law and processed through a PCI Compliant Data Security Company.  
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US based, non-profit, non-denominational 
fund raising arm of Ak’ Tenamit.

SPONSOR A STUDENT Transform A LIFE!
Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 3,000 hours of job experience, 
and personal motivation prepare graduates to succeed in their rural envi-
ronment, and inspire them to help their families and their communities. For 
just one dollar per day ($365 per year), you can transform the life of a young 
person who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.

The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund 
PO Box 3636  -  Tequesta, FL  33469 
Phone:  561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Donations are tax-deductible as permitted by law and processed through a PCI 
Compliant Data Security Company.   The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US 

It is with a heavy heart that we must 
share the news that The Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund founder, Joseph 
(Joe) Dudenhoefer passed away on 
April 5th at the age of 93. He was a 
tireless supporter of Ak’ Tenamit’s 
e�orts to help the indigenous people 
of Guatemala overcome poverty. 
Originally from Milwaukee, Joe spent 
two decades working in advertising 
in Chicago before moving his family 
to Tequesta, Florida. He and his wife 
Patsy were supporters of Ak’ Tenamit 
from the moment their son Steve 
started the project in 1992.  Joe and 
friends created the Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund to raise funds for Ak’ 
Tenamit. For more than two decades, 
Joe dedicated much of his time and 
energy to this organization. He 
visited Guatemala often, served on 
our board, and spent countless hours 
on the phone and the computer 
soliciting and coordinating support 
for our work. He remained engaged 
until his last days, and believed that 
there was no better measure of his 
worth than his charitable work. Joe’s 

life was celebrated with 
masses in Livingston, 
Guatemala and Hobe 
Sound, Florida, and Mayan 
ceremonies in Guatemala. 
He will be missed by many, 
but his compassion and 
altruism live on in Ak’ 
Tenamit’s daily work to 
improve the lives of some 
of Guatemala’s poorest 
citizens. 

January started again with 
a record breaking number 
of students moving into 
the Education Center at Ak’ Tenamit! 
Every year we are turning increasing-
ly more students away as our installa-
tions are full.  Steve and the Ak’ 
Tenamit sta� work hard to �nd 
partnerships with organizations in 
other areas of the country where our 
unique curriculum can be imple-
mented and allowing students to 
remain closer to their communities. 
In the meantime, our students are 
real troopers living and learning in 
the very basic rural facilities at Ak’ 
Tenamit. We are eternally grateful to 
Catholic Churches and Knights of 

Columbus in the Diocese of Palm 
Beach, Rotary District #6440, 6930 
and 4250 and the Engineers without 
Borders Chicagoland Chapter who 
continue to work tirelessly to 
improve the living conditions for our 
students.  The girl’s site is being 
refurbished with a new water pump 
powered by solar energy and a brand 
new bathroom building with �ush 
toilets and sinks that will replace the 
existing pit latrines and bucket �ush 
toilets that currently serve 200 girls, 
sta� and the health clinic.  Thanks to 
a grant from the Rotary Club of Hot 

Springs Village, Arkansas our vehicles 
received some much-needed mainte-
nance and are back on the road 
transporting our students to their 
internship sites. 

The 
Sustainable 
Tourism 
Program is 
receiving a 
boost this 
year with 
grants from 
the World 
Wildlife 

Fund and the German Government.  
Funds will be used to hire a reserva-
tion and operations manager to 
oversee 15 di�erent community 
tourism initiatives in the Rio Dulce 
area, including several directly man-
aged by Ak’ Tenamit.    Additionally, 
funds will be used to strengthen the 
curriculum for our students in areas 
such as policy development, tourism 
and communities, client service, food 
management, marketing and promo-
tion and Maya Cosmo vision.  Needed 
equipment for our restaurant schools 
as well as rental equipment like 
kayaks are also included in these 
grants.  We are grateful for the 

support of these organizations.
Our seniors have just begun their �nal 
3-month internships, further honing 
the skills they acquired during 
3-month internships in 10th and 11th 
grade.  They will graduate October 
27th with 12 times more practical 
experience than students from other 
schools and as such are likely to �nd 
gainful employment soon after 
graduation. 

With your help, we are transforming 
young lives, but it isn’t easy. Ak’ 

Tenamit continues to experience 
higher enrollment every year and it 
has been a challenge to keep every-
one fed and healthy, and transport 
them between school and their 
internship locations. Your help has 
played a vital role in our student’s 
success! Please continue to support 
our vital work with a donation.  
Child Sponsorship:  A $365 annual 
student sponsorship helps pay tuition 
and buy food, school supplies, cover 
boarding and other essentials.
Healthcare Partner:  $120 annually 
supports our riverside healthcare 
clinic.
Where most needed:  Unrestricted 
donations are especially valuable as 
they allow us the �exibility to use 
funds where they are needed 
throughout the organization.

You are making the world a better 
place, one young person at a time!

Sincerely,

Steve Dudenhoefer
Founder and Technical Advisor 

Suzanne Cordero
Executive Director   
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund

Jaime, Ak’ Tenamit graduate is now a 
chef at Tre Fratelli Restaurant in 
Guatemala City. He lives on 50% of 
his income and the rest he sends 
home to his family.

Sustainable Tourism student intern

        Brooksville Rotary Club
A special thanks to Karen Nicolai of the Rotary Club of Brooksville, Florida for leading a work team of Rotarians 
from her club to our Ak’ Tenamit campus in Guatemala.  In addition, their club raised $4,158.40 for the solar 
batteries that power our electric motor-propelled ‘floating school bus”.  THANK YOU!

 1) Make sure that our boarding students, while back in their communi:es, are playing a vital role as 
agents of Covid-19 preven:on and resilience, ensuring that they con:nue their studies and providing 
encouragement and psychological support in order to minimize drop-outs, boys a-emp:ng irregular 
migra:on to the US and especially, in the case of our female students, to avoid adolescent pregnancy 
and child-marriage. 

 2) Adapt our jungle boarding school facili:es to be-er accommodate our 800 students under required 
social distancing regula:ons through the construc:on of smaller open sided structures that will allow 
groups of 6 to 8 students to study while maintaining social distancing, expanding boarding facili:es, the 
deployment of inexpensive solar-charged tablets with appropriate applica:ons and content, and teacher 
training in adapted teaching methodologies. Part of this adapta:on will entail establishing an ongoing 
rota:on of students between village-based distance learning and on-campus learning in order to avoid 
all 800 students being on campus at once. 

 3) Train students for emerging job markets in two primary fields; 1) Self-employment opportuni:es and 
jobs with governmental and non-governmental organiza:ons related to promo:ng poverty reduc:on, 
food security, economic development and conserva:on in rural indigenous communi:es. 2) Emerging 
digital jobs related to customer service, soTware development, virtual design and data entry.  
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Wanda Finke-A Special Tribute 

Our founder, Steve Dudenhoefer, relayed a story regarding Wanda. When the 
Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund was started there were no computers, only 
electric typewriters. All dona:ons received a typed le-er and they were 
personally signed. Wanda was Volunteer #1 and worked with Steve’s Aunt 
Sally to compose all of the le-ers. So, since 1992, Wanda was a dedicated 
supporter of GTF and Ak’ Tenamit. For her 80th birthday in 2018 Wanda 
managed to provide 80 ma-resses for our students through her “Ma-ress 
Madness” campaign which raised $50 x 80=$4,000. Wanda recently passed 

away and she will be deeply missed.  Thank you, Wanda, for your amazing legacy! Per Wanda, “In love, 
there is no giver or receiver. Both are one!” 
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        Donor Advised Funds
Please include The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund (EIN# 65-305897) in your estate plan by naming our organi-
zation as a beneficiary of your donor advised fund, retirement plan, IRA, or life insurance policy. You can also 
have your annual IRA distribution, or a portion thereof, donated to GTF without tax implication.  Choosing 
any of these options is as simple as filling out a beneficiary designation form from your plan provider or 
administrator. Talk with your financial advisor today about the best option for you.  With a planned gift you 
ensure that we are here to support our students and that your legacy lives on!

      Wanda Finke-A Special Tribute
Our founder, Steve Dudenhoefer, 
relayed a story regarding 
Wanda. When the Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund was started 
there were no computers, 
only electric typewriters. All 
donations received a typed 
letter and they were personally 
signed. Wanda was Volunteer 

#1 and worked with Steve’s Aunt Sally to compose 

all of the letters. So, since 1992, Wanda was a 
dedicated supporter of GTF and Ak’ Tenamit. For 
her 80th birthday in 2018 Wanda managed to 
provide 80 mattresses for our students through 
her “Mattress Madness” campaign which 
raised $50 x 80=$4,000. Wanda recently passed 
away and she will be deeply missed.  Thank 
you, Wanda, for your amazing legacy! Per 
Wanda, “In love, there is no giver or receiver. 
Both are one!”

 1) Make sure that our boarding students, while back in their communi:es, are playing a vital role as 
agents of Covid-19 preven:on and resilience, ensuring that they con:nue their studies and providing 
encouragement and psychological support in order to minimize drop-outs, boys a-emp:ng irregular 
migra:on to the US and especially, in the case of our female students, to avoid adolescent pregnancy 
and child-marriage. 

 2) Adapt our jungle boarding school facili:es to be-er accommodate our 800 students under required 
social distancing regula:ons through the construc:on of smaller open sided structures that will allow 
groups of 6 to 8 students to study while maintaining social distancing, expanding boarding facili:es, the 
deployment of inexpensive solar-charged tablets with appropriate applica:ons and content, and teacher 
training in adapted teaching methodologies. Part of this adapta:on will entail establishing an ongoing 
rota:on of students between village-based distance learning and on-campus learning in order to avoid 
all 800 students being on campus at once. 

 3) Train students for emerging job markets in two primary fields; 1) Self-employment opportuni:es and 
jobs with governmental and non-governmental organiza:ons related to promo:ng poverty reduc:on, 
food security, economic development and conserva:on in rural indigenous communi:es. 2) Emerging 
digital jobs related to customer service, soTware development, virtual design and data entry.  
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