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We are excited to share that 114 students will be
graduating from our Fr. Moran Vocational High School
this October 31st. As they will complete their schooling 
with over 3,000 hours of on-the job training, a high 
percentage will graduate with excellent job off ers 
and we expect to see most with gainful employment 
very soon a� er graduation. Ninety-one percent of last 
year’s Sustainable Tourism graduates have great jobs 
working in some of the country’s fi nest restaurants 
and hotels.  As a faithful supporter of Ak’ Tenamit’s 
work, you have helped provide hope and opportunity 
for over 1,400 graduates. Instead of boys feeling they 
have no other opportunity but to a� empt illegal 
migration to the U.S. or to get involved in the drug 
trade, and girls facing early childbirth and marriage, 
our graduates are free to delay starting families until
they have received economic self-suffi  ciency and they 
are able to help li�  their families and communities out 
of poverty.   

At the request of Guatemala’s Minister of Education, 
due to a stark increase in need because of repeated crop 
failures, increased malnutrition in the region, and in 
an eff ort to help stem illegal migration, Ak’ Tenamit’s 
Fr. Moran Vocational High School will be expanding 
to over 600 boarding students for the new school year 
starting in January 2020.  With this increase in students, 
we urgently need your support to help cover the food, 
boarding facilities, additional classrooms and teaching 
staff . Ak’ Tenamit’s highly eff ective educational
methodology has produced the highest employment 
rate in the country and has served as a model for other 
schools across Guatemala. With growing concern 

around the issue of the migration of unaccompanied 
youth to the U.S., our methodology provides real and 
cost-eff ective solutions which enable youth to stay near 
their families, to get great jobs in Guatemala and to
help lead their communities out of poverty. 

It’s common for our graduates to invest part of the 
salaries they receive as cooks and wait-staff  into
small businesses in their communities. Graduates have 
started bakeries, tree nurseries, fi sh farms, poultry 
farms and fruit tree nurseries. Max Ba Teni, who 
graduated from our school three years ago, has a great 
job as a waiter at Tre Fratelli-one of Guatemala’s most 
popular restaurants.  With his earnings he has already 

built a new home for his parents, who were living on 
very li� le income, and started a small poultry farm 
that produces over 1,400 eggs a day.  With the profi ts 
from selling eggs he has purchased a used truck to 
deliver them and found new opportunities with local 
markets.  The impact of your support goes way beyond
the individual student, it impacts entire families and 
communities allowing them to become self-suffi  cient so 
that they can li�  themselves out of poverty. 

Thank you for your faithful support. Together we 
continue to provide hope and opportunity to some of 
Guatemala’s neediest families, providing real and lasting 
solutions to help them overcome crippling poverty. 

       
In Service, 

       
Steve Dudenhoefer
Founder/Chief Technical Advisor

About Guatemala Tomorrow Fund, Inc.
Guatemala Tomorrow Fund’s mission is to enable the indigenous people of Guatemala to become self-sustaining 
by supporting projects that: improve health care, reduce illiteracy, promote environmentally sound agriculture, 
support enterprise development to raise income levels, and increase awareness and participation in civic aff airs.
Visit h� ps://thegtfund.org/welcome/

Sponsor A Student
Transform A Life!   

Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 
3,000 hours of job experience, and personal
motivation prepare graduates to succeed in
their rural environment, and inspire them to
help their families and their communities.
For just one dollar per day ($365 per year),
you can transform the life of a young person 
who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.

SPONSOR A STUDENT Transform A LIFE!
Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 3,000 hours of job experience, 
and personal motivation prepare graduates to succeed in their rural envi-
ronment, and inspire them to help their families and their communities. For 
just one dollar per day ($365 per year), you can transform the life of a young 
person who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.

The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund 
PO Box 3636  -  Tequesta, FL  33469 
Phone:  561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Donations are tax-deductible as permitted by law and processed through a PCI 
Compliant Data Security Company.   The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US 

It is with a heavy heart that we must 
share the news that The Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund founder, Joseph 
(Joe) Dudenhoefer passed away on 
April 5th at the age of 93. He was a 
tireless supporter of Ak’ Tenamit’s 
e�orts to help the indigenous people 
of Guatemala overcome poverty. 
Originally from Milwaukee, Joe spent 
two decades working in advertising 
in Chicago before moving his family 
to Tequesta, Florida. He and his wife 
Patsy were supporters of Ak’ Tenamit 
from the moment their son Steve 
started the project in 1992.  Joe and 
friends created the Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund to raise funds for Ak’ 
Tenamit. For more than two decades, 
Joe dedicated much of his time and 
energy to this organization. He 
visited Guatemala often, served on 
our board, and spent countless hours 
on the phone and the computer 
soliciting and coordinating support 
for our work. He remained engaged 
until his last days, and believed that 
there was no better measure of his 
worth than his charitable work. Joe’s 

life was celebrated with 
masses in Livingston, 
Guatemala and Hobe 
Sound, Florida, and Mayan 
ceremonies in Guatemala. 
He will be missed by many, 
but his compassion and 
altruism live on in Ak’ 
Tenamit’s daily work to 
improve the lives of some 
of Guatemala’s poorest 
citizens. 

January started again with 
a record breaking number 
of students moving into 
the Education Center at Ak’ Tenamit! 
Every year we are turning increasing-
ly more students away as our installa-
tions are full.  Steve and the Ak’ 
Tenamit sta� work hard to �nd 
partnerships with organizations in 
other areas of the country where our 
unique curriculum can be imple-
mented and allowing students to 
remain closer to their communities. 
In the meantime, our students are 
real troopers living and learning in 
the very basic rural facilities at Ak’ 
Tenamit. We are eternally grateful to 
Catholic Churches and Knights of 

Columbus in the Diocese of Palm 
Beach, Rotary District #6440, 6930 
and 4250 and the Engineers without 
Borders Chicagoland Chapter who 
continue to work tirelessly to 
improve the living conditions for our 
students.  The girl’s site is being 
refurbished with a new water pump 
powered by solar energy and a brand 
new bathroom building with �ush 
toilets and sinks that will replace the 
existing pit latrines and bucket �ush 
toilets that currently serve 200 girls, 
sta� and the health clinic.  Thanks to 
a grant from the Rotary Club of Hot 

Springs Village, Arkansas our vehicles 
received some much-needed mainte-
nance and are back on the road 
transporting our students to their 
internship sites. 

The 
Sustainable 
Tourism 
Program is 
receiving a 
boost this 
year with 
grants from 
the World 
Wildlife 

Fund and the German Government.  
Funds will be used to hire a reserva-
tion and operations manager to 
oversee 15 di�erent community 
tourism initiatives in the Rio Dulce 
area, including several directly man-
aged by Ak’ Tenamit.    Additionally, 
funds will be used to strengthen the 
curriculum for our students in areas 
such as policy development, tourism 
and communities, client service, food 
management, marketing and promo-
tion and Maya Cosmo vision.  Needed 
equipment for our restaurant schools 
as well as rental equipment like 
kayaks are also included in these 
grants.  We are grateful for the 

support of these organizations.
Our seniors have just begun their �nal 
3-month internships, further honing 
the skills they acquired during 
3-month internships in 10th and 11th 
grade.  They will graduate October 
27th with 12 times more practical 
experience than students from other 
schools and as such are likely to �nd 
gainful employment soon after 
graduation. 

With your help, we are transforming 
young lives, but it isn’t easy. Ak’ 

Tenamit continues to experience 
higher enrollment every year and it 
has been a challenge to keep every-
one fed and healthy, and transport 
them between school and their 
internship locations. Your help has 
played a vital role in our student’s 
success! Please continue to support 
our vital work with a donation.  
Child Sponsorship:  A $365 annual 
student sponsorship helps pay tuition 
and buy food, school supplies, cover 
boarding and other essentials.
Healthcare Partner:  $120 annually 
supports our riverside healthcare 
clinic.
Where most needed:  Unrestricted 
donations are especially valuable as 
they allow us the �exibility to use 
funds where they are needed 
throughout the organization.

You are making the world a better 
place, one young person at a time!

Sincerely,

Steve Dudenhoefer
Founder and Technical Advisor 

Suzanne Cordero
Executive Director   
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund

Jaime, Ak’ Tenamit graduate is now a 
chef at Tre Fratelli Restaurant in 
Guatemala City. He lives on 50% of 
his income and the rest he sends 
home to his family.

Sustainable Tourism student intern

Scouts Bring Mosquito Nets to Save Lives   

A shout out to the Scouts of America, Venturing Crew 
#2365, who took their second trip to Guatemala a� er 
successfully helping to raise funds to buy fi ve hundred 
mosquito nets! Hundreds of nets were used to protect 
students from life-threatening Dengue Fever. Hem-
orrhagic Dengue Fever is a real danger to indigenous
people throughout the country, and has even resulted
in loss of life in certain areas of Guatemala.

These dedicated Scouts not only raised the funds needed
to buy the mosquito nets! A group led by Scouts
Vyvian and Nathan Nguyen and their parents Ashley 

and Rene, travelled almost 2,000 miles from Phoenix,
Arizona to the Guatemalan jungle to help install the
mosquito nets on the student’s beds to ensure they were 
safe from harm and disease.

It is the goal of Scouting “to contribute to the
development of young people in achieving their full
physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potentials as 
individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of 
their local, national and international communities.”
We are so grateful to these impressive and commi� ed 
young Scouts!

 

 

About The District 5790 Rotarians. 

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who 
see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, in 
our communities, and in ourselves. Rotary District 5790 is composed of 73 vibrant Clubs across 
the North Central Plains area of Texas. Visit https://www.rotary5790.org/ 
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Guatemala Tomorrow Fund’s mission is to enable the indigenous people of Guatemala to 
become self-sustaining by supporting projects that: improve health care, reduce illiteracy, 
promote environmentally sound agriculture, support enterprise development to raise income 
levels, and increase awareness and participation in civic affairs. Visit 
https://thegtfund.org/welcome/ 

 

Scouts Bring Mosquito Nets to Save Lives  

A shout out to the Scouts of America, Venturing Crew #2365, who took their second trip 
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group led by Scouts Vyvian and Nathan Nguyen and their parents Ashley and Rene, 
travelled almost 2,000 miles from Phoenix, Arizona to the Guatemalan jungle to help 
install the mosquito nets on the student’s beds to ensure they were safe from harm and 
disease.     
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WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  Donations are tax-deductible as permi� ed by law and processed through
a PCI Compliant Data Security Company.  The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US based, non-profi t, non-
denominational fund raising arm of Ak’ Tenamit.

A Le� er from our Founder, Steve Dudenhoefer
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Some would consider an electric outboard motor a basic 
staple for many individuals in Florida, yet in Guatemala 
this motor is a game-changer. Palm Beach County Rotary 
Clubs, through its ongoing support of the Guatemala 
Tomorrow Fund (GTF), purchased and donated the 
first solar powered electric outboard motor to help 
indigenous villagers transport children to and from their 
communities to the Ak’ Tenamit (AAT) school located
on the Rio Dulce River.

“The donation and ongoing support from Rotary 
organizations has been instrumental in the success 
of our school and students at Ak’ Tenamit,” said Steve 
Dudenhoefer, founder of The Guatemalan Tomorrow 
Fund. “This motor is part of a bigger picture that is 
literally helping to transform lives in Guatemala.”

Thanks to a district grant spearheaded by Riccardo 
Boehm and the Rotary Club of Palm Beach, villagers 
can now utilize the solar powered electric boat motor to 
transport children to AAT to receive quality education 
and job training. By providing the Ak’ Tenamit’s 

vocational boarding school with the solar powered 
outboard motor, the Guatemala Tomorrow Fund is also 
able to help the school move one step closer to energy 
independence.

Many of those benefi�ing from AAT live in poverty,
well below the average annual income of the countries 
lower-middle class of $1,619 U.S.  With gasoline prices 
exceeding $3.00 per gallon in Guatemala it is extremely 
difficult to rely on transportation dependent on gasoline 
and diesel fuels.

About The Rotary Club of Palm Beach
The Rotary Club of Palm Beach is part of a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and 
problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, 
in our communities and in ourselves.  Its mission is to provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance 
world understanding, goodwill, and peace through fellowship of business, professional, and community leaders. 
Visit h�ps://www.palmbeachrotary.org/
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Texas Rotarians Contribute to “I’m Staying” Initiative 
Rotarians from District 5790 Travel to Antigua Guatemala

In June of 2019, 60 Rotarians from the North Central 
Plains area of Texas’ District 5790, traveled to Antiqua, 
Guatemala as part of an international service trip 
conducted with local Rotarians designed to improve 
education and the local economy. 

Being able to help, even in some small way, is a blessing for 
many of the Rotarians. During this trip, Rotary members 
provided supervision to AAT students on improving 
buildings in the area through cleaning, painting and 
other restoration projects. Service members also helped 
build bunk beds for a school in Guatemala City as part 

of a pilot project. Students joined the Rotarians and 
worked in groups at different stations to help drill and 
pre-assemble parts for shipment to Guatemala City to 
be assembled as three-stack bunk beds.  

Securing a good job in Guatemala requires a high school 
education. For rural indigenous students, only 4% are 
able to graduate from local high schools. Thanks to a 
new Rotary Global grant submi�ed by Rotary District 
5790, “The Bunk Bed for Schools Program” provides 
Guatemalan returning migrant youth an opportunity 
to reside at Ak’ Tenamit school while receiving a high 
school education. Students who graduate from this 
program receive a high school degree, technical training, 
and the opportunity to pursue well paid employment.

This program enables these young adults to stay and 
work in Guatemala and provide a meaningful existence 
for their families without having to risk their lives 
traveling to the U.S. again.  If all continues to work well 
with this program, the Rotarians intend to leverage 
resources from the Guatemala government, serve in an 
advisory role, and scale the program to serve 1,000 or 
more participants.
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Some would consider an electric outboard motor a basic staple for many individuals in Florida, 
yet in Guatemala this motor is a game-changer. Palm Beach County Rotary Clubs, through its 
ongoing support of the Guatemala Tomorrow Fund (GTF), purchased and donated the first solar 
powered electric outboard motor to help indigenous villagers transport children to and from their 
communities to the Ak’ Tenamit (AAT) school located on the Rio Dulce River. 

“The donation and ongoing support from Rotary organizations has been instrumental in the 
success of our school and students at Ak’ Tenamit,” said Steve Dudenhoefer, founder of The 
Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund. “This motor is part of a bigger picture that is literally helping to 
transform lives in Guatemala.”  

Thanks to a district grant spearheaded by Riccardo Boehm and the Rotary Club of Palm Beach, 
villagers can now utilize the solar powered electric boat motor to transport children to AAT to 
receive quality education and job training.  By providing the Ak’ Tenamit’s vocational boarding 
school with the solar powered outboard motor, the Guatemala Tomorrow Fund is also able to 
help the school move one step closer to energy independence.  

Many of those benefitting from AAT live in poverty, well below the average annual income of the 
countries lower-middle class of $1,619 U.S.  With gasoline prices exceeding $3.00 per gallon in 
in Guatemala it is extremely difficult to rely on transportation dependent on gasoline and diesel 
fuels.   

 

 
 

About The District 5790 Rotarians
Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who  see a world
where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves. Rotary District 5790 is composed of 73 vibrant Clubs across the North Central Plains area of Texas.
Visit h�ps://www.rotary5790.org/
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this motor is a game-changer. Palm Beach County Rotary 
Clubs, through its ongoing support of the Guatemala 
Tomorrow Fund (GTF), purchased and donated the 
first solar powered electric outboard motor to help 
indigenous villagers transport children to and from their 
communities to the Ak’ Tenamit (AAT) school located
on the Rio Dulce River.

“The donation and ongoing support from Rotary 
organizations has been instrumental in the success 
of our school and students at Ak’ Tenamit,” said Steve 
Dudenhoefer, founder of The Guatemalan Tomorrow 
Fund. “This motor is part of a bigger picture that is 
literally helping to transform lives in Guatemala.”

Thanks to a district grant spearheaded by Riccardo 
Boehm and the Rotary Club of Palm Beach, villagers 
can now utilize the solar powered electric boat motor to 
transport children to AAT to receive quality education 
and job training. By providing the Ak’ Tenamit’s 

vocational boarding school with the solar powered 
outboard motor, the Guatemala Tomorrow Fund is also 
able to help the school move one step closer to energy 
independence.

Many of those benefi�ing from AAT live in poverty,
well below the average annual income of the countries 
lower-middle class of $1,619 U.S.  With gasoline prices 
exceeding $3.00 per gallon in Guatemala it is extremely 
difficult to rely on transportation dependent on gasoline 
and diesel fuels.

About The Rotary Club of Palm Beach
The Rotary Club of Palm Beach is part of a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and 
problem-solvers who see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, 
in our communities and in ourselves.  Its mission is to provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance 
world understanding, goodwill, and peace through fellowship of business, professional, and community leaders. 
Visit h�ps://www.palmbeachrotary.org/
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Texas Rotarians Contribute to “I’m Staying” Initiative 
Rotarians from District 5790 Travel to Antigua Guatemala

In June of 2019, 60 Rotarians from the North Central 
Plains area of Texas’ District 5790, traveled to Antiqua, 
Guatemala as part of an international service trip 
conducted with local Rotarians designed to improve 
education and the local economy. 

Being able to help, even in some small way, is a blessing for 
many of the Rotarians. During this trip, Rotary members 
provided supervision to AAT students on improving 
buildings in the area through cleaning, painting and 
other restoration projects. Service members also helped 
build bunk beds for a school in Guatemala City as part 

of a pilot project. Students joined the Rotarians and 
worked in groups at different stations to help drill and 
pre-assemble parts for shipment to Guatemala City to 
be assembled as three-stack bunk beds.  

Securing a good job in Guatemala requires a high school 
education. For rural indigenous students, only 4% are 
able to graduate from local high schools. Thanks to a 
new Rotary Global grant submi�ed by Rotary District 
5790, “The Bunk Bed for Schools Program” provides 
Guatemalan returning migrant youth an opportunity 
to reside at Ak’ Tenamit school while receiving a high 
school education. Students who graduate from this 
program receive a high school degree, technical training, 
and the opportunity to pursue well paid employment.

This program enables these young adults to stay and 
work in Guatemala and provide a meaningful existence 
for their families without having to risk their lives 
traveling to the U.S. again.  If all continues to work well 
with this program, the Rotarians intend to leverage 
resources from the Guatemala government, serve in an 
advisory role, and scale the program to serve 1,000 or 
more participants.
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Some would consider an electric outboard motor a basic staple for many individuals in Florida, 
yet in Guatemala this motor is a game-changer. Palm Beach County Rotary Clubs, through its 
ongoing support of the Guatemala Tomorrow Fund (GTF), purchased and donated the first solar 
powered electric outboard motor to help indigenous villagers transport children to and from their 
communities to the Ak’ Tenamit (AAT) school located on the Rio Dulce River. 

“The donation and ongoing support from Rotary organizations has been instrumental in the 
success of our school and students at Ak’ Tenamit,” said Steve Dudenhoefer, founder of The 
Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund. “This motor is part of a bigger picture that is literally helping to 
transform lives in Guatemala.”  

Thanks to a district grant spearheaded by Riccardo Boehm and the Rotary Club of Palm Beach, 
villagers can now utilize the solar powered electric boat motor to transport children to AAT to 
receive quality education and job training.  By providing the Ak’ Tenamit’s vocational boarding 
school with the solar powered outboard motor, the Guatemala Tomorrow Fund is also able to 
help the school move one step closer to energy independence.  

Many of those benefitting from AAT live in poverty, well below the average annual income of the 
countries lower-middle class of $1,619 U.S.  With gasoline prices exceeding $3.00 per gallon in 
in Guatemala it is extremely difficult to rely on transportation dependent on gasoline and diesel 
fuels.   

 

 
 

About The District 5790 Rotarians
Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who  see a world
where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves. Rotary District 5790 is composed of 73 vibrant Clubs across the North Central Plains area of Texas.
Visit h�ps://www.rotary5790.org/
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info@thegtfund.org

The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund

NEWSLETTER
WINTER 2019

We are excited to share that 114 students will be
graduating from our Fr. Moran Vocational High School
this October 31st. As they will complete their schooling 
with over 3,000 hours of on-the job training, a high 
percentage will graduate with excellent job off ers 
and we expect to see most with gainful employment 
very soon a� er graduation. Ninety-one percent of last 
year’s Sustainable Tourism graduates have great jobs 
working in some of the country’s fi nest restaurants 
and hotels.  As a faithful supporter of Ak’ Tenamit’s 
work, you have helped provide hope and opportunity 
for over 1,400 graduates. Instead of boys feeling they 
have no other opportunity but to a� empt illegal 
migration to the U.S. or to get involved in the drug 
trade, and girls facing early childbirth and marriage, 
our graduates are free to delay starting families until
they have received economic self-suffi  ciency and they 
are able to help li�  their families and communities out 
of poverty.   

At the request of Guatemala’s Minister of Education, 
due to a stark increase in need because of repeated crop 
failures, increased malnutrition in the region, and in 
an eff ort to help stem illegal migration, Ak’ Tenamit’s 
Fr. Moran Vocational High School will be expanding 
to over 600 boarding students for the new school year 
starting in January 2020.  With this increase in students, 
we urgently need your support to help cover the food, 
boarding facilities, additional classrooms and teaching 
staff . Ak’ Tenamit’s highly eff ective educational
methodology has produced the highest employment 
rate in the country and has served as a model for other 
schools across Guatemala. With growing concern 

around the issue of the migration of unaccompanied 
youth to the U.S., our methodology provides real and 
cost-eff ective solutions which enable youth to stay near 
their families, to get great jobs in Guatemala and to
help lead their communities out of poverty. 

It’s common for our graduates to invest part of the 
salaries they receive as cooks and wait-staff  into
small businesses in their communities. Graduates have 
started bakeries, tree nurseries, fi sh farms, poultry 
farms and fruit tree nurseries. Max Ba Teni, who 
graduated from our school three years ago, has a great 
job as a waiter at Tre Fratelli-one of Guatemala’s most 
popular restaurants.  With his earnings he has already 

built a new home for his parents, who were living on 
very li� le income, and started a small poultry farm 
that produces over 1,400 eggs a day.  With the profi ts 
from selling eggs he has purchased a used truck to 
deliver them and found new opportunities with local 
markets.  The impact of your support goes way beyond
the individual student, it impacts entire families and 
communities allowing them to become self-suffi  cient so 
that they can li�  themselves out of poverty. 

Thank you for your faithful support. Together we 
continue to provide hope and opportunity to some of 
Guatemala’s neediest families, providing real and lasting 
solutions to help them overcome crippling poverty. 

       
In Service, 

       
Steve Dudenhoefer
Founder/Chief Technical Advisor

About Guatemala Tomorrow Fund, Inc.
Guatemala Tomorrow Fund’s mission is to enable the indigenous people of Guatemala to become self-sustaining 
by supporting projects that: improve health care, reduce illiteracy, promote environmentally sound agriculture, 
support enterprise development to raise income levels, and increase awareness and participation in civic aff airs.
Visit h� ps://thegtfund.org/welcome/

Sponsor A Student
Transform A Life!   

Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 
3,000 hours of job experience, and personal
motivation prepare graduates to succeed in
their rural environment, and inspire them to
help their families and their communities.
For just one dollar per day ($365 per year),
you can transform the life of a young person 
who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.

SPONSOR A STUDENT Transform A LIFE!
Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 3,000 hours of job experience, 
and personal motivation prepare graduates to succeed in their rural envi-
ronment, and inspire them to help their families and their communities. For 
just one dollar per day ($365 per year), you can transform the life of a young 
person who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.

The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund 
PO Box 3636  -  Tequesta, FL  33469 
Phone:  561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Donations are tax-deductible as permitted by law and processed through a PCI 
Compliant Data Security Company.   The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US 

It is with a heavy heart that we must 
share the news that The Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund founder, Joseph 
(Joe) Dudenhoefer passed away on 
April 5th at the age of 93. He was a 
tireless supporter of Ak’ Tenamit’s 
e�orts to help the indigenous people 
of Guatemala overcome poverty. 
Originally from Milwaukee, Joe spent 
two decades working in advertising 
in Chicago before moving his family 
to Tequesta, Florida. He and his wife 
Patsy were supporters of Ak’ Tenamit 
from the moment their son Steve 
started the project in 1992.  Joe and 
friends created the Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund to raise funds for Ak’ 
Tenamit. For more than two decades, 
Joe dedicated much of his time and 
energy to this organization. He 
visited Guatemala often, served on 
our board, and spent countless hours 
on the phone and the computer 
soliciting and coordinating support 
for our work. He remained engaged 
until his last days, and believed that 
there was no better measure of his 
worth than his charitable work. Joe’s 

life was celebrated with 
masses in Livingston, 
Guatemala and Hobe 
Sound, Florida, and Mayan 
ceremonies in Guatemala. 
He will be missed by many, 
but his compassion and 
altruism live on in Ak’ 
Tenamit’s daily work to 
improve the lives of some 
of Guatemala’s poorest 
citizens. 

January started again with 
a record breaking number 
of students moving into 
the Education Center at Ak’ Tenamit! 
Every year we are turning increasing-
ly more students away as our installa-
tions are full.  Steve and the Ak’ 
Tenamit sta� work hard to �nd 
partnerships with organizations in 
other areas of the country where our 
unique curriculum can be imple-
mented and allowing students to 
remain closer to their communities. 
In the meantime, our students are 
real troopers living and learning in 
the very basic rural facilities at Ak’ 
Tenamit. We are eternally grateful to 
Catholic Churches and Knights of 

Columbus in the Diocese of Palm 
Beach, Rotary District #6440, 6930 
and 4250 and the Engineers without 
Borders Chicagoland Chapter who 
continue to work tirelessly to 
improve the living conditions for our 
students.  The girl’s site is being 
refurbished with a new water pump 
powered by solar energy and a brand 
new bathroom building with �ush 
toilets and sinks that will replace the 
existing pit latrines and bucket �ush 
toilets that currently serve 200 girls, 
sta� and the health clinic.  Thanks to 
a grant from the Rotary Club of Hot 

Springs Village, Arkansas our vehicles 
received some much-needed mainte-
nance and are back on the road 
transporting our students to their 
internship sites. 

The 
Sustainable 
Tourism 
Program is 
receiving a 
boost this 
year with 
grants from 
the World 
Wildlife 

Fund and the German Government.  
Funds will be used to hire a reserva-
tion and operations manager to 
oversee 15 di�erent community 
tourism initiatives in the Rio Dulce 
area, including several directly man-
aged by Ak’ Tenamit.    Additionally, 
funds will be used to strengthen the 
curriculum for our students in areas 
such as policy development, tourism 
and communities, client service, food 
management, marketing and promo-
tion and Maya Cosmo vision.  Needed 
equipment for our restaurant schools 
as well as rental equipment like 
kayaks are also included in these 
grants.  We are grateful for the 

support of these organizations.
Our seniors have just begun their �nal 
3-month internships, further honing 
the skills they acquired during 
3-month internships in 10th and 11th 
grade.  They will graduate October 
27th with 12 times more practical 
experience than students from other 
schools and as such are likely to �nd 
gainful employment soon after 
graduation. 

With your help, we are transforming 
young lives, but it isn’t easy. Ak’ 

Tenamit continues to experience 
higher enrollment every year and it 
has been a challenge to keep every-
one fed and healthy, and transport 
them between school and their 
internship locations. Your help has 
played a vital role in our student’s 
success! Please continue to support 
our vital work with a donation.  
Child Sponsorship:  A $365 annual 
student sponsorship helps pay tuition 
and buy food, school supplies, cover 
boarding and other essentials.
Healthcare Partner:  $120 annually 
supports our riverside healthcare 
clinic.
Where most needed:  Unrestricted 
donations are especially valuable as 
they allow us the �exibility to use 
funds where they are needed 
throughout the organization.

You are making the world a better 
place, one young person at a time!

Sincerely,

Steve Dudenhoefer
Founder and Technical Advisor 

Suzanne Cordero
Executive Director   
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund

Jaime, Ak’ Tenamit graduate is now a 
chef at Tre Fratelli Restaurant in 
Guatemala City. He lives on 50% of 
his income and the rest he sends 
home to his family.

Sustainable Tourism student intern

Scouts Bring Mosquito Nets to Save Lives   

A shout out to the Scouts of America, Venturing Crew 
#2365, who took their second trip to Guatemala a� er 
successfully helping to raise funds to buy fi ve hundred 
mosquito nets! Hundreds of nets were used to protect 
students from life-threatening Dengue Fever. Hem-
orrhagic Dengue Fever is a real danger to indigenous
people throughout the country, and has even resulted
in loss of life in certain areas of Guatemala.

These dedicated Scouts not only raised the funds needed
to buy the mosquito nets! A group led by Scouts
Vyvian and Nathan Nguyen and their parents Ashley 

and Rene, travelled almost 2,000 miles from Phoenix,
Arizona to the Guatemalan jungle to help install the
mosquito nets on the student’s beds to ensure they were 
safe from harm and disease.

It is the goal of Scouting “to contribute to the
development of young people in achieving their full
physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potentials as 
individuals, as responsible citizens and as members of 
their local, national and international communities.”
We are so grateful to these impressive and commi� ed 
young Scouts!

 

 

About The District 5790 Rotarians. 

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who 
see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, in 
our communities, and in ourselves. Rotary District 5790 is composed of 73 vibrant Clubs across 
the North Central Plains area of Texas. Visit https://www.rotary5790.org/ 
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Guatemala Tomorrow Fund’s mission is to enable the indigenous people of Guatemala to 
become self-sustaining by supporting projects that: improve health care, reduce illiteracy, 
promote environmentally sound agriculture, support enterprise development to raise income 
levels, and increase awareness and participation in civic affairs. Visit 
https://thegtfund.org/welcome/ 
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The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund, P.O. Box 3636, Tequesta, FL 33469  Phone: 561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  Donations are tax-deductible as permi� ed by law and processed through
a PCI Compliant Data Security Company.  The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US based, non-profi t, non-
denominational fund raising arm of Ak’ Tenamit.

A Le� er from our Founder, Steve Dudenhoefer
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