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How are You? 
We have been concerned about our new and long-term 
loyal donors and want to know how you are doing. This 
has been a new and unfamiliar episode in our lives and we 
have all tapped into our adaptive skills and managed to 
make necessary, if uncomfortable, changes. If you would 
like, please send us an email and share your experiences.

We have been in touch with each other through weekly 
phone calls. GTF is receiving updates from Ak’ Tenamit 
on dealing with funding shortfalls, the status of our 800 
students who are currently in their 200 villages receiving 
distance learning, and the reaction from employers that 
hire our graduates. Even though things have changed, we 
are providing support. As our students study remotely, 
they are also learning to be village ambassadors regarding 
COVID-19 prevention and food security. We are so proud 
of them!

There is no doubt you are receiving requests to assist 
other organizations during this diffi  cult and unusual time. 

And yes, we are asking you too to provide any assistance 
possible to help us through the following months. Due 
to canceled fundraising events, we are facing a bleak 
fi nancial future and are uncertain what donations we 
may be able to count on for the remainder of 2020. This is 
a time when our students and their families so urgently 
need our help! 

In the meantime, stay safe, stay healthy. We thank you for 
all of your support in the past and going forward!

Our Best!

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use 
to change the world.” - Nelson Mandela
We recently shared the steps we have taken at Ak’ Tenamit 
(AAT) to ensure the safety of our students and their 
families during this challenging time. This pandemic has 
undoubtedly had a global impact.

Our mission at The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund (GTF) 
remains steadfast –  to empower the indigenous people 
of Guatemala to become self-sustaining through 
appropriate education and community development 
initiatives.

Long-term progress only happens when cultures are 
given the tools to educate and empower their people. 
In essence, collectively, we are helping the people of 
Guatemala to help themselves. 

As a direct result or your donations, Ak’ Tenamit has
seen tremendous positive changes since opening our
doors 30 years ago. Thousands of graduates are now 
lift ing their families and communities out of poverty 
and helping to transform Guatemala. Our enrollment 

has gone from one hundred percent male, to a fi ft y-fi ft y 
ratio of male-to-female students. 

Graduates are gainfully employed and contributing back 
to the growth of the local economy in the agricultural and 
tourism industries. The previous age for marriage among 
young girls was 14 (without education). We are now 
seeing our female graduates delaying marriage, gaining 
self-esteem and contributing to the local economy. All of 
which continues to break the cycle of poverty. 

Ak’ Tenamit also supports communities by promoting 
income-generating activities such as handicraft  
production while preserving the natural environment 
and their cultural heritage.

In an eff ort to respond to the recent needs of the 
pandemic, in addition to providing distance learning and 
support to our 800 students, we are helping communities 
and families feed themselves by developing their own 
gardens and growing their own food.

Steve
Dudenhoefer
Founder and
Chief Technical 
Advisor

Debora
Kerr, MA,
Executive Director
Guatemalan
Tomorrow Fund
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        Seeds to Sustainability 
Our 800 students come from 
almost 200 remote communities. 
As a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic, due to restrictions 
in commerce and mobility 
mandated by the Guatemalan 
government, these communities 
are experiencing unprecedented 
levels of unemployment, poverty 
and malnutrition. As part of 
their classwork at Ak’ Tenamit 
our students have learned how 

to plant dooryard gardens in order to increase the food security 
of rural families.  As they are currently back home in their 
communities, our students have assumed an active role for their 
families and communities in what we are calling “Gardening in 
Place”. 

Guatemala currently has the highest level of malnutrition in 
the Americas and the Covid-19 pandemic has greatly increased 
malnutrition levels in rural indigenous communities.  

We are trying to provide gardening tools, vegetable seeds 
and remote guidance to our 800 students so that they can be 
empowered to help their families and communities grow fast-
growing and nutritional vegetables in order to help fight the 
scourge of malnutrition and to help their communities become 
more self-sufficient. 

We need your help now more 
than ever to enable this 
emergency rapid response 
and empower our students as 
agents of change in their rural 
communities. Increasing their 
role as young leaders provides 
real and sustainable solutions 
to the challenges they face 

every day and especially due to the pandemic.  

It is because of your faithful support over the years that 
these young women and men have been empowered to be 
able to contribute directly to the well-being of their communities. 
We would be unable to continue to stay on this path without 
your support. 

Sponsor A Student Transform A Life!   
Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 3,000 hours of job experience, and personal motivation 
prepare graduates to succeed in their rural environment, and inspire them to help their families and 
their communities. For just one dollar per day ($365 per year), you can transform the life of a young 
person who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund, P.O. Box 3636, Tequesta, FL 33469  Phone: 561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  Donations are tax-deductible as permitted by law and 
processed through a PCI Compliant Data Security Company.  The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US based, 
non-profit, non-denominational fund raising arm of Ak’ Tenamit.

SPONSOR A STUDENT Transform A LIFE!
Ak’ Tenamit’s practical, vocational education, 3,000 hours of job experience, 
and personal motivation prepare graduates to succeed in their rural envi-
ronment, and inspire them to help their families and their communities. For 
just one dollar per day ($365 per year), you can transform the life of a young 
person who would otherwise be trapped in poverty.

The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund 
PO Box 3636  -  Tequesta, FL  33469 
Phone:  561-747-9790  |  info@thegtfund.org 

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Donations are tax-deductible as permitted by law and processed through a PCI 
Compliant Data Security Company.   The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund is the US 

It is with a heavy heart that we must 
share the news that The Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund founder, Joseph 
(Joe) Dudenhoefer passed away on 
April 5th at the age of 93. He was a 
tireless supporter of Ak’ Tenamit’s 
e�orts to help the indigenous people 
of Guatemala overcome poverty. 
Originally from Milwaukee, Joe spent 
two decades working in advertising 
in Chicago before moving his family 
to Tequesta, Florida. He and his wife 
Patsy were supporters of Ak’ Tenamit 
from the moment their son Steve 
started the project in 1992.  Joe and 
friends created the Guatemalan 
Tomorrow Fund to raise funds for Ak’ 
Tenamit. For more than two decades, 
Joe dedicated much of his time and 
energy to this organization. He 
visited Guatemala often, served on 
our board, and spent countless hours 
on the phone and the computer 
soliciting and coordinating support 
for our work. He remained engaged 
until his last days, and believed that 
there was no better measure of his 
worth than his charitable work. Joe’s 

life was celebrated with 
masses in Livingston, 
Guatemala and Hobe 
Sound, Florida, and Mayan 
ceremonies in Guatemala. 
He will be missed by many, 
but his compassion and 
altruism live on in Ak’ 
Tenamit’s daily work to 
improve the lives of some 
of Guatemala’s poorest 
citizens. 

January started again with 
a record breaking number 
of students moving into 
the Education Center at Ak’ Tenamit! 
Every year we are turning increasing-
ly more students away as our installa-
tions are full.  Steve and the Ak’ 
Tenamit sta� work hard to �nd 
partnerships with organizations in 
other areas of the country where our 
unique curriculum can be imple-
mented and allowing students to 
remain closer to their communities. 
In the meantime, our students are 
real troopers living and learning in 
the very basic rural facilities at Ak’ 
Tenamit. We are eternally grateful to 
Catholic Churches and Knights of 

Columbus in the Diocese of Palm 
Beach, Rotary District #6440, 6930 
and 4250 and the Engineers without 
Borders Chicagoland Chapter who 
continue to work tirelessly to 
improve the living conditions for our 
students.  The girl’s site is being 
refurbished with a new water pump 
powered by solar energy and a brand 
new bathroom building with �ush 
toilets and sinks that will replace the 
existing pit latrines and bucket �ush 
toilets that currently serve 200 girls, 
sta� and the health clinic.  Thanks to 
a grant from the Rotary Club of Hot 

Springs Village, Arkansas our vehicles 
received some much-needed mainte-
nance and are back on the road 
transporting our students to their 
internship sites. 

The 
Sustainable 
Tourism 
Program is 
receiving a 
boost this 
year with 
grants from 
the World 
Wildlife 

Fund and the German Government.  
Funds will be used to hire a reserva-
tion and operations manager to 
oversee 15 di�erent community 
tourism initiatives in the Rio Dulce 
area, including several directly man-
aged by Ak’ Tenamit.    Additionally, 
funds will be used to strengthen the 
curriculum for our students in areas 
such as policy development, tourism 
and communities, client service, food 
management, marketing and promo-
tion and Maya Cosmo vision.  Needed 
equipment for our restaurant schools 
as well as rental equipment like 
kayaks are also included in these 
grants.  We are grateful for the 

support of these organizations.
Our seniors have just begun their �nal 
3-month internships, further honing 
the skills they acquired during 
3-month internships in 10th and 11th 
grade.  They will graduate October 
27th with 12 times more practical 
experience than students from other 
schools and as such are likely to �nd 
gainful employment soon after 
graduation. 

With your help, we are transforming 
young lives, but it isn’t easy. Ak’ 

Tenamit continues to experience 
higher enrollment every year and it 
has been a challenge to keep every-
one fed and healthy, and transport 
them between school and their 
internship locations. Your help has 
played a vital role in our student’s 
success! Please continue to support 
our vital work with a donation.  
Child Sponsorship:  A $365 annual 
student sponsorship helps pay tuition 
and buy food, school supplies, cover 
boarding and other essentials.
Healthcare Partner:  $120 annually 
supports our riverside healthcare 
clinic.
Where most needed:  Unrestricted 
donations are especially valuable as 
they allow us the �exibility to use 
funds where they are needed 
throughout the organization.

You are making the world a better 
place, one young person at a time!

Sincerely,

Steve Dudenhoefer
Founder and Technical Advisor 

Suzanne Cordero
Executive Director   
The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund

Jaime, Ak’ Tenamit graduate is now a 
chef at Tre Fratelli Restaurant in 
Guatemala City. He lives on 50% of 
his income and the rest he sends 
home to his family.

Sustainable Tourism student intern

        United we Grow
Together we can transform the world for the better, one student 
at a time. 

Aid without education can quickly turn into handouts that stifle 
self-worth and perpetuate cycles of dependence and poverty. 
Our unique and highly effective educational methodology is 
focused on empowering students to break the cycle of poverty. 

Support in the form of appropriate education and empowerment 
over the past 30-years – made possible through your donations 
– is why our students have been able to make a tangible impact 
in their communities and throughout Guatemala. 

Most of our students live in remote jungle communities in 
thatch-roof, dirt-floor one room homes with no electricity or 
running water. Families live day to day, often unsure where their 
next meal will come from. On average, $30 can help provide seeds 
and supplies to a student that will help them begin their garden 
and sustain their families. Any amount you are able to give will 
help!

These are challenging times. We wish everyone health and safety 
and are grateful for your generosity. Your donation allows us to 
support our students, create brighter futures and continue to 
transform lives.

        Donor Advised Funds
Please include The Guatemalan Tomorrow Fund (EIN# 65-305897) in your estate plan by naming our organization as a beneficiary 
of your donor advised fund, retirement plan, IRA, or life insurance policy. You can also have your annual IRA distribution, or a 
portion thereof, donated to GTF without tax implication.  Choosing any of these options is as simple as filling out a beneficiary 
designation form from your plan provider or administrator. Talk with your financial advisor today about the best option for 
you.  With a planned gift you ensure that we are here to support our students and that your legacy lives on!
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